Of greatest concern is that the case and control groups for both the Swiss and German study populations deviate significantly from Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium (Swiss cases p<0.0005, Swiss control subjects p<0.0001, German cases p<0.05, German control subjects p<0.0001). No Hardy-Weinberg calculations were presented in the paper. In the Subjects and methods, it is indicated that two different genotyping methods were used to generate the data, but it was not stated which individuals were genotyped by which method(s).
Finally, the relative risk calculation for the C/C genotype compared with the other genotypes (footnote a to Table 1) is incorrect if it is calculated for either the combined Swiss and German samples or the individual samples. The correct analysis for the combined Swiss and German samples produces an odds ratio of 6.1 (95% CI 4.7-7.9).
As with all genetic studies, confirmation of the finding of association in independent populations by independent investigators will be required.
